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Milestone Achievements
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a robust IT platform
leading to automation
of all activities of the
PACS.

* NCDC has sanctioned and released an assistance of
Rs.4511.91 crore and Rs. 11209.35 crore respectively
during the 4th Quarter (till 27.03.2019). The cumulative

release, as on 27 March 2019 in this financial year increased NCDC boosts International |

to Rs.27554.95 crore surpassing the target of Rs.12000.00 Cooperation

crore for 2018-19. Sanctions have also been higher at '

Rs.35054.45 crore (till 27.03.2019). *  AsChairman, NEDAC,
Managing Director

The largest ever comprehensive cooperative development
project for Uttarakhand was launched at Rudrapur on 14th
February 2019 with NCDC assistance involving a project
cost of Rs.3340.00 crore and covering a wide spectrum of
agri and allied sectors.

visited Bangkok in
January 2019 and had
meetings  with  the
Ambassador of India
to Thailand; the Acting

Chief UN ESCAP; the
*  On 26th February 2019, NCDC approved the largest ever \

Farm Machinery Custom Hiring Centers for 8463 Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies of Bihar at a total cost of
Rs.1608.00 crore.

I
*+ NCDC was adjudged and awarded the best institution for ' "ﬁ w 1 I"i'[_‘ﬁ{ Eh 201 9
Cooperatives in the “Agriculture Conclave and Swaraj Awards” it ‘bh":'w on Infernational fﬂﬂpet aliv

organised by the Outlook Group in Pusa, New Delhi on 15th T'I."fldt ﬁ;;#ﬂ March
December 2018. The Award was presented by the Hon’ble '
Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

*  Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
launched NCDC Model Document on “Cooperatives
as Modern Banking Units” with the aim to strengthen
cooperative banks at various levels and bring about financial
inclusion of farmers in the remote villages of the country.
This is in line with the Government’s objective to provide

ADG and RR, FAO RAP; Executive Secretary, APRACA;
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the Secretary General APPARI and the Director General,
Cooperation Promotion Department, Royal Government
of Thailand and also with stakeholders of the India
International Cooperative Trade Fair to be organised by
NCDC in New Delhi in October 2019 in association with
NEDAC and others.

e The Managing Director, chaired the meeting of the
Executive Committee of NEDAC held at Bangkok during
6th March to 9th March, 2019. NEDAC and NCDC are

Rond Show on'Indla ‘Inlernational Cooperallves Trad
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jointly organizing “India International Cooperatives Trade
Fair” on 11-13 October, 2019 at New Delhi. During the
meeting the ICTF Road Show was also organized on 8th
March, 2019 for awareness of prospective participants.

* NCDC and Agricultural and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority (APEDA) identified
common areas of cooperation and entered into an MoU.

Distinguished Visitors to NCDC

* Mr. Tomio Shichiri representative of FAO, India visited
NCDC HO on 8th February, 2019 and delivered a talk on
“FAO in India - Opportunities for cooperative Sector”. The
talk was followed by an interactive session.

e Dr.Ariel Guarco, President ICA and President, COOPERAR
who was in New Delhi as part of the Argentinian official
delegation to India led by the President of Argentina paid
a courtesy visit to NCDC on 18 February 2019. He was
accompanied by Ms Gabriela Buffa, ICA and Mr Balu Iyer,
ICA ROAP - Delhi. The delegation had a brief interaction
with NCDC senior officers.

Dr. Ariel Guarco

President, ICA & President, COOPF™* 185

-

* A delegation from the Islamic Republic of Iran visited
NCDC on 26 Feb 2019. The delegation was led by Dr. Ali
Rabiee, former Minister of Cooperatives, Labour & Social

Welfare & Chairman of National Entrepreneurship Fund of
Iran (OMID). Interactive discussions were held, amongst
others on the role played by NCDC in promotion &
development of Cooperatives and rural economy of India.

*  On his visit to NCDC, a presentation was made to Hon’ble
Cooperative Minister, Government of Punjab, with
particular reference to NCDC assistance and potential areas
of partnership.

» Twenty MBA 2nd year students of Natesan Institute of Co-
operative Management, Chennai visited NCDC on 25th
January 2019 and were briefed on NCDC activities and
functioning.

*  Aspartofanexposure cum study visit, 40 Nepal Cooperative
Leaders visited NCDC on 8th February 2019 and were
happy to learn about NCDC activities, programmes and
policies for development of cooperative sector in India.

*  As part of their educational tour, third year BSC (Hons)
C&B students of Kerala Agriculture University visited
NCDC on 11th March 2019. Learning about NCDC and the
impressive impact that it has created in cooperative sector,
they were inspired to opt for career in cooperative sector.

Important Talks

* Managing Director delivered a talk on “Cooperatives
to Cooperatives Trade - A Effort to Maximize Income
of Farmers” in the business conference “India - ASEAN
- Connecting for Business” on 18 February 2019. The



conference was inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister for
Commerce, Industry & Civil Aviation.

NCDC made a presentation on its recently launched
scheme, ‘Yuva Sahakar’ Cooperative Enterprise Support
and Innovation Scheme in ‘ICA - AP Coopathon 2.0 on
promoting cooperative entrepreneurship among youth’.
The event was held on 29th Jan, 2019 at NCUI and jointly
organised by ICA Asia and Pacific, ICA-EU Partnership
on Co-operatives in Development, NCUI, Kerala Startup
Mission and Tinker hub Foundation. The event highlighted
the role of cooperatives in the emerging economy and was
an initiative to provide youth with a platform to solve some
of pressing problems that co-operatives face in their daily
operations, inculcate a culture of innovation and problem
solving and, in the process, expose them to the value-based
form of enterprise model.

NCDC BOM AND GC Meetings

The 207th meeting of the Board of Management was held
on 26th February, 2019. Follow up action, on the decisions
of the Board has been initiated.

The 84th meeting of the General Council was held on 27th
February, 2019. The Council approved the Programme of
Activities of the Corporation for the year 2019-20.

State Visits

Managing Director had a meeting with Hon’ble Chief
Minister Jharkhand and apprised him about NCDC Schemes.
Hon’ble Chief Minister directed the concerned to formulate
suitable proposals for availing NCDC assistance.

Managing Director visited 2 cooperative societies in
Khanapur Taluk in Belagavi District of Karnataka on 16
Feb 2019. Both the cooperatives assisted by NCDC, have
been extending credit to their members and are involved
in distribution of seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, distribution
of LPG, PDS items and sale of consumer articles. Both
the cooperative societies have been in operation for a long
time and in fact one of them has completed over 100 years
of existence. He also attended the National Executive
Committee Meeting of Sahakar Bharati on 16 Feb 2019 at
KLE Centenary Convention Centre in Belagavi.

LINAC Activities

Laxmanrao Inamdar National Academy for Cooperative

Research and Development (LINAC) conducted following
programmes involving 357 participants during January - March,
2019:

(@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

“Work Life Balance for Personal Effectiveness”
organized during 2 - 4 January, 2019 for officials of
NCDC.

“Improving Work Performance” organized on 9th
January, 2019 for MTS of NCDC.

A month long training programme on “Consultancy and
Guidance to PACS” for the Development Officers of
ICDPs in Bihar, Himachal Pradesh and Haryana was
conducted from 14th January, 2019 to 13th February,
2019.

A one month “Foundation Course” for the newly
recruited officials of NCDC was conducted from 14th
February, 2019.

A Training-cum-Study visit to ICAR was organised
on Ist March, 2019 for the Assistant Directors and
Programme Officers of NCDC.

A programme on Role of Women Directors in
Development and Governance of Cooperatives was held
from 7-8 March, 2019 at Gandhinagar for the women
of cooperative societies in Gujarat. This coincided with
International Women’s Day.



Highlights - Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

Government of India and the United Nations World Food
Programme (WFP) signed a MOU on cooperation for
2019-20 to ensure the efficient delivery of ‘Zero Hunger
& National Food Security Act Strategies’ in line with the
goals of the United Nations Zero Hunger Challenge and
the targets and indicators of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) (2015-2030) and Government of India’s
priorities including the commitment to 2030 agenda to end
hunger and promote sustainable food security and nutrition
in the country.

Special emphasis has been given on the role & contribution
of women in doubling the income of farmers by 2022.
In order to bring women in agriculture mainstream, the
Government has allocated more than 30% funds for women
under various major schemes/programmes and development
related activities. Special emphasis is being given to women
development activities to ensure their participation in the
economic & social upliftment in the field of cooperatives.
Regular cooperative education programmes are being
organized through the State Cooperative Societies.

To provide sustained and focused attention towards
development of Fisheries, the Government of India has
created a Department of Fisheries. The measure aims to
provide requisite impetus towards amelioration of poverty
and backwardness of marginalized fishers population.

Fish production registered all time high at 126.14 lakh ton
(2017-18) with an average annual growth of 7.14% for the
last 4 years.

Export earnings from fisheries sector registered at 45,106.89
crore during 2017-18 with an impressive average annual
growth of 11.31% in last 4 years

Inter State trade of agricultural produce in wholesale
mandis through National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)
platform is gathering pace with the latest transaction taking
place at Madhya Pradesh Mandsaur e-NAM mandi, which
sold coriander to Ramganj mandi of Rajasthan.

Agriculture Export Policy, 2018

To double agricultural exports from present ~US$ 30+ Billion to ~US$60+ Billion by 2022 and reach ~US$ 100 Billion in
the next few years thereafter, with a stable trade policy regime.

To diversify our export basket, destinations and boost high value and value added agricultural exports including focus on

perishables.

To promote novel, indigenous, organic, ethnic, traditional and non-traditional agri products exports.

To provide an institutional mechanism for pursuing market access, tackling barriers and deal with sanitary and phytosanitary

issues.

To strive to double India’s share in world agri exports by integrating with global value chain at the earliest.
Enable farmers to get benefit of export opportunities in overseas market.

Greater thrust on value added products, promotion and branding of produce of India.

Regional Offices - Important Activities
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Chennai

I-  The Regional Award ceremony for giving away the

cash prizes to the Cooperative Societies in Tamil Nadu
for Cooperative Excellence and Merit 2018 was held at
Chennai on 21.02.2019. Hon’ble Minister of Cooperation,
Government of Tamil Nadu inaugurated the function.
Hon’ble Minister highlighted the role played by NCDC
in developing the Cooperative Sector.

2.  The cash awards under the PACS and Prominent
Sector categories were received by the Presidents and
Secretaries of Vanavasi PACS, Salem, Muhilanvilai PACS,
Kanyakumari, Educational and Electricity Generation &
Distribution Cooperative Thrift & Credit Society, Theni,
Pallipalayam Farmers Service Cooperative Society,
Namakkal, SAGOSERVE, Salem. Kancheepuram Ladies
Cooperative Society, Kancheepuram, Velapadi Women’s
Tailoring Society, Vellore and Nilgiris District Women
Tailoring Society, Nilgiris.

3.  Theaward ceremony was attended by Hon’ble Minister for
Social Welfare, Government of Tamil Nadu, RCS, senior
officers of the State Government and other dignitaries.

Regional Directorate, Chennai

Gujarat

1 Regional Directorate, NCDC, Gandhinagar organised
the award function for NCDC Regional Awards for
Cooperative Excellence and Merit- 2018 for the State of
Gujarat on 21.01.2019.

2.  The function was inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister of State,
Cooperation, Government of Gujarat.

3. The Award Ceremony was attended by Registrar,
Cooperative Societies (RCS), Gujarat, senior officers
from the office of RCS, MD, GUICOMASOL, MD
SUGARFED, Chairman & MD, Madhi Sugar Mill, MD
Madhur Dairy and representatives from other cooperative
Societies.

4.  Hon’ble Minister for Cooperation presented the certificates,
Mementos and Cash Awards to the eight Cooperative
Societies.

Regional Directorate, Gujarat

MD’s Visit to Jharkhand

MD, NCDC visited Jharkhand during 6th — 7th Feb., 2019
to explore the possibilities for increasing NCDC assistance for
cooperative development in the State. During the visit, he had
detailed discussion with Hon’ble Governor, Hon’ble Chief
Minister, Chief Secretary and other senior officials of Jharkhand
Government. MD stated that NCDC provides financial assistance
to cooperatives in Jharkhand on favourable terms incorporating

subsidy to the extent of 25% of the project cost. He requested
the State Government to formulate proposals for development
of cooperative sector with NCDC assistance to tap the huge
potential in the State.

Regional Directorate, Ranchi
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Krishi Sahakarita Mela 2019, Motihari, Bihar

NCDC Regional Office, Patna organized Krishi Sahakarita Mela 2019 on 1st and 2nd March, 2019 at Motihari, Bihar. The
Mela was inaugurated by Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare on 1st March, 2019. About 45 Primary level, District
Union and Apex level Societies participated in the Mela. Information about the services provided by these societies was displayed
and the products of the societies were kept for sale. Information about various schemes and programmes of NCDC including Yuva
Sahakar was also displayed. Banners were put up in the Mela at prominent locations to disseminate information about the forth
coming India International Cooperative Trade Fair — October 2019 at Delhi. Role of NCDC in development of Cooperatives in Bihar
was specially showcased

MD’s visit to the NCDC stall — a morale booster for the staff of
Regional Office, Patna

MD taking keen interest in the
products displayed by different
participating cooperatives

Regional Directorate, Patna

Participation in Workshop on Doubling of Farmers Income
in the State by 2022

One day workshop was organised by Netaji Subhas
Regional Institute of Cooperative Management, Kalyani on
27th February 2019 with the objective of farmer welfare and
improvement in production and productivity of Agriculture.
The programme was attended by Progressive Farmers,
PACS members, Self Help Groups, Agricultural Scientists,
Academicians, Students, Co-operators etc. NCDC schemes and
the role of the Corporation in development of cooperatives
were thoroughly discussed. Role played by NCDC in doubling
Farmers Income through Sahakar — 22 and ongoing projects

like Farm Mechanization, PACS as BSP, livelihood projects for
women were highlighted. The workshop was inaugurated by
Dr. D.D. Patra, Vice Chancellor, Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswa
Vidyalaya, Nadia. Dr. T.K. Dutta, Director (ER), National Dairy
Research Institute, Kalyani, and Dr. PK. Upadyaya, Director,
Netaji Subhas Regional Institute of Cooperative Management,
Kalyani, were present.

State Cooperative Bank & BENFED joined NEDAC

Fraternity

1. West Bengal State Cooperative Bank and West Bengal State
Cooperative Marketing Federation (BENFED), two apex
bodies in cooperative financing and cooperative marketing
in the state of West Bengal recently joined the Network
for the development of Agricultural Cooperatives in Asia

and the Pacific (NEDAC). This will widen the network of
NEDAC in the Eastern Region of the country and promote
Regional Participation in International Cooperation among
Cooperatives, the Sixth Principle of Cooperation.

2. NEDAC provides a forum of exchange of information and
sharing of experiences and promotes cooperation among
member organizations through seminars/ workshops/
meetings with focus on capacity building/ strengthening
of agricultural cooperatives and promotion of agricultural,
fisheries, forestry based production and marketing linkage
and related information.

Regional Directorate, Kolkata

Training Programmes for Women Directors of Cooperative
Societies on 7th & 8th March, 2019

RO, Gandhinagar organised two capacity building
programmes at Gandhinagar for women Director of Cooperative

: Addo v
Societies. The programmes ‘Role of Women Directors’ in
‘Development and Governance of Cooperatives’ were held on

7th & 8th March, 2019 respectively in association with LINAC
Gurugram.

Regional Directorate, Gandhinagar

Conference on “Cooperative Movement in the State of
Himachal Pradesh- its challenges and prospects”

Office of the Registrar of Cooperative Societies (RCS),
Government of Himachal Pradesh organised a conference on



“Cooperative Movement in the State of Himachal Pradesh- its
challenges and prospects” on 03.01.2019. Hon’ble Minister
for Cooperation, Government of Himachal Pradesh addressed
the conference which was attended by eminent cooperators,
agricultural scientists and RD, NCDC, Shimla. Hon’ble Minister
appealed to the Cooperators to come forward to take up the task
of organic farming in the state.
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Seminar on “Challenges Before The Cooperatives And The
Possibilities Therein” on 1st March 2019 at Dharamshala,
Kangra (H.P)

One day seminar was organised by the officials of the ICDP
Kangra under the chairmanship of Dr Ajay Sharma, Registrar
Cooperative Societies (HP). Additional Registrar Shri K K
Saroch (Kangra) & Shri S K Rangra, Deputy Registrar and GM
ICDP (Kangra) Shri Sudhir Katoch, Dr. S S Brar (Principal
ACSTI, Jalandhar), Dr J P Saini (Agriculture University,

Palampur) and Shri Ankur Gautam (Assistant Director, NCDC)
along with secretaries of the cooperative societies were also
present in this seminar.

Regional Directorate, Shimla

Visit Of Trainees From State Cooperative Union Ltd.,
Chhattisgarh To RO, NCDC, Raipur

A team of 10 trainees, led by the Course Coordinator,
Sh. K.K.Dhruv of State Cooperative Union Ltd. Chhattisgarh
visited NCDC, Raipur as part of the Union’s training programme
“Diploma in Cooperative Management” on 01.02.19. These

trainees are members of various Cooperative Societies across the
State. NCDC officials explained about NCDC, its schemes and
programmes and how they can strengthen the socio economic
status of their cooperatives through NCDC schemes. The trainees
were encouraged to take up new, innovative and value chain
based projects in their cooperative societies and were explained
how NCDC can support their ventures through its scheme
“Yuva Sahakar”. During the interactive session, the NCDC
officials and participants discussed about various aspects of the
Cooperative Sector, with specific reference to the Chhattisgarh
State. The participants also discussed about various challenges
and opportunities in the Cooperative Sector at the grassroot level
and resolved to apply the knowledge acquired in the training
programme to the best of their abilities.

Regional Directorate, Raipur

Bharat Foods Cooperative Limited, Gandhidham:

Oiling the wheels of development in Gujarat

Bharat Foods Cooperative Limited (BFCL), Gandhidham,
Gujarat , registered under Multi State Cooperative Society Act,

2002 commenced operations in 2005 and has an enriched
experience of 13 years in the edible oil industry.

The Cooperative is involved in the processing of edible oils
such as Sunflower, Mustard, Groundnut, Soybean, Cotton
seed and Palm oil etc. The society is the only cooperative in
Gujarat having exclusive oil supply pipeline (12.5 kms) from
Kandla Port to its refining campus. The installed capacity of
two edible oil Deodorization plants situated in the refinery
campus, Gandhidham ( Alpha Laval) is 300 ton per day and
175 ton per day. With a total storage capacity of 22000 metric
tons of different sized tanks, the society is providing exceptional
storage services and creating profitable business opportunities
for edible oil industries.



The crude oil of Palm and Sunflower is being imported from
Ukraine and Indonesia where as Mustard and cotton seed is

procured locally from Gujarat. The society is selling its products
in the state of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and North
East under brand names of SUMAN and PROTO.

The turnover of the society is Rs. 929.42 crore as on 31.03.2018.
The society earned net profit of Rs. 4.03 crore in the year 2017-
18.

BFCL Terminal Private Limited (BFCLTPL has been promoted
by Bharat Foods Cooperative Limited as a subsidiary company.
BFCLTPL storage tank terminal is installed with a total capacity
of 20675 M.T crude oil (edible grade) storage and carries out
storage & handling of edible oil via internal pipeline of 12.5 kms
laid from oil jetty section of Kandla port.

Shri Shailendra Singh
Regional Director, Gandhinagar

NCDC assisted Gattududdenapally Large Sized Cooperative
Credit Society Ltd., Karimnagar District offers exemplary
services to its members

The Gattududdenapally LSCS, district Karimnagar,
Telangana is one of the beneficiaries availing financial assistance
from NCDC for its various activities under Direct Funding. A
total of Rs. 469.18 lakh have been sanctioned for diverse purposes
like rice mill, computerization, storage and working capital for
business development.

About the Society

Large Sized Co-op Society, Gattududdenapally was
established on 31.03.1959. It has grown true to its name “Large
Sized”, by engaging itself in multi services and rendering
exemplary services to its members.

The Society is serving agri & non- agri members from 3
villages. Sri.B. Kondaiah is the President of the Society and
Sri. G.Laxmaiah is the Chief Executive Officer. The Society is
manned by 35 staff members. The membership of the Society
has 1921 members of which 1864 are borrowing members.

The Society is housed in own premises with security provisions
of Alarm, CC- cameras, Strong room and Bio metric attendance

system apart from Security Guards. It owns multi facilities
such as Parboiled Rice Mill, two Seed Processing units, Weigh
Bridges, Fertilizers & Pesticides sale units, Rice Depot, Petrol
and Diesel Bunk, Cement dealership and provides services of
Western Union Money Exchange, Vehicle Insurance Agency,
Collection of Cheques, apart from extending short term & long
term Agriculture credit, loans against pledge of Gold ornaments,
Vehicle loans, Business loans and Deposit Schemes for the benefit
of members of the village.

The Growth path of the Society has been highly impressive
with commendable increase in key indicators like share capital,
deposits, business turnover and profits. Its recovery is 100 %
with audit rating A. The Society is paying dividend of 12% to
its members for the last four years.

The services of the Society are well known in Telangana and
other states. The loyalty of members is the bedrock of the Society.
They look up to the Society for all possible services including
sale of their agri produce, purchase of inputs, consumer products
and credit needs. It is serving as a small universal bank to the
people of the area. Competitive rates of products and rate of
interest keep the members happy and contented. Hence the
relationship is strong.

Sustainable business plans

The products are designed to suit the demands and needs of local
people. Emergency loans, supply of breeder and foundation
seed with buyback facility, finance for drying yard, two wheeler
insurance facility, locker facility, Rice depot, marriage loans etc
are a few to mention. It is having cement dealership and owns
trucks etc.

The Society has been computerized on pilot basis. This is helping
the staff to deliver service with speed & accuracy in generation
of reports.

The Society is carrying out number of activities for Community
service like scholarship, social security benefits etc.

The Society has been awarded Rs. 2.00 lakh in 2015-16 by NCDC
for its exemplary performance

Smt K Thejovathy
Regional Director, Hyderabad
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Life’s Inevitability (Short Story)

That was 11.30 in the night.
Thud Thud Thud...

The door was being knocked continuously.

The man in the house who was fast asleep after a long and tiring
day, yelled from the bed, Who is that?

Thud Thud Thud... the door was knocked again.
Wait....shouted the man.

With his eyes half closed he walked to the door slowly and
opened it.

There standing a young man, tired with a bag on his shoulder,
pleaded, can I stay here tonight? It’s raining heavily and I ran
out of fuel...please.

Get out...said the man and slammed the door.

Thud Thud Thud...the door was knocked again, this time it was
louder.

The man opened the door and said straight, you see, you can’t
stay here, you better find some other place and leave right now
and tried to close the door.

The young man with the bag said, “if you allow me to stay I’ll
give you these”, pointing to glittering stones in his hand.

What? said the man clearing his eyes while looking at the
glittering stones.

Yeah, moving his hand with glittering stones close to the man
he said, “let me stay here tonight and all of these diamonds will
be yours”.

The two entered the hall, the man pointing to a couch in the hall
said to the young man, “that’s your bed for tonight and do not
disturb me”, went to his room, fell on the bed and was in deep
sleep in no time.

The man woke up suddenly and looked at his watch. It was 8.45
in the morning. He came out of the bed and went straight to the
hall and was shocked to see there was no young boy in the couch.
No item is missing from the house, the blanket was folded neatly
and there was that bag the young man was carrying.

As it was getting late, man thought to himself about checking the
bag later in the evening when he returns and rushed to work.

The man was restless all the day as he’s thinking of the bag left
by the young man. He soon started feeling hungry and went to
the canteen, picked some stuffed paranthas and sat on a corner
table having them.

There came his friend, with his plate in hand and said, ”Hey,
what’s up”? Seems you are enjoying a lot these days alone, why
don’t you join me? The man scoffed and said nothing like that,
was feeling hungry early today. They began talking about unusual
things and robberies that were happening in the city.

His friend interrupted the man and said, you know what happened
yesterday night, all of a sudden a guy showed up at our house
and pleaded for staying in the night. He even offered me handful
of diamonds...and for diamonds I let him in, but in the morning
he vanished and left one bag.

For a moment...the man was stunned and speechless. He was
thinking to himself, how is it possible? He somehow, hiding his
emotions asked his friend, “What was there in the bag?”

Before his friend could say anything, the man’s phone rang.
It was from his neighbor asking for his urgent presence as his
house was broke open. On the way home he thought the young
man might have done it for the bag. But after reaching he found
nothing suspicious and everything was as they were, including
the bag. Then he recollected that he forgot locking the house,
thinking about the bag. Heaving a sigh of relief, he turned his
eyes towards the bag.

He went to the bag left by the young man and opened it. There
was a small sealed box with a note on it which read “Tomorrow,
go to the man sitting by the window in the right corner of the
3rd floor, of the only building located at street no.5 and say one
plus one equals one hundred eleven and give him this box.” He
was puzzled. He could not sleep that night and was waiting for
the dawn.

In the morning he started early to the location and soon realized
it was taking him to his office. The man was completely
flummoxed. Instead of taking lift, he took stairs and reached
3rd floor and was walking anxiously to see the man sitting by
the window.

There, by the window he sees him. It was his friend, the one who
met him in the canteen the other day. Could he be that person?
Thinking to himself he went to his friend and said “One plus one
equals one hundred eleven!”

His friend became numb for a moment and said “Oh...is that
you?” In the bag left by the boy at our house we found a small
sealed box with a note saying - hand him this box whoever comes
to you saying one plus one equals one hundred eleven, in return
he will also give you a box.”

So take the box you are supposed to get and give me mine said
his friend.

The man gave him the box he was carrying and took the other
one from his friend.

They both began unlocking their boxes and were holding their



breath while opening. They found a slip inside the boxes that
read “Dear Honey, mein kal subah aa rahi hun, aur mommy bhi
saath aarahi hai ek mahina summer vacation ke liye, so keep
the house clean and tidy. And don’t worry, that young man gave
the diamonds to me and I got a necklace with that, so keep a
cheque ready for one hundred eleven thousand rupees...luv
you.. always...”.

The day they’ve seen off their wives and the past two months
whirred in front of the heartbroken friends. The man said to his
friend, forget diamonds I need to order almonds and rushed to
home.

Shri V K Dubasi
Regional Director, Raipur

Why does yawning cause tears in the eyes?

Tears are secreted by the lachrymal glands. Tear fluid coats the
surface of the eye and protects the eye by its washing action and
by the fact that it contains antimicrobial molecules. Tears are also
necessary for clear vision as in the absence or reduction of tears
the cornea will become dry resulting in poor vision. Tears are
continuously produced and they drain through small openings in
the inner part of the lids called punctum. From there they drain
into the nose (that is why when there is excess tear production as
in crying one also notices a runny nose). The drainage mechanism

is to some extent controlled by the facial muscles.

Contraction of the facial muscles can increase the drainage of
tears or decrease the drainage depending on which set of facial

muscles are contracted. The facial muscles which contract during
the process of yawning temporarily reduces the tear drainage
and at the same time there is an increase of tear production due
to a reflex action. Increased production of tears and a temporary
reduction of our flow causes the tear over flow we notice during
yawning.
Shri S. Sankaranarayanan
Programme Officer (Cold Chain)
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